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of the human form, or of some form previously un-
known to me, commanding a world to exist, and a
new world actually starting into existence and com-
mencing a movement through space, at his command.
There can be no doubt that this evidence would
convert the creation of worlds from a speculation
into a fact of experience. It may be said, I could
not know that so singular an appearance was any-
thing more than a hallucination of my senses. True;
but the same doubt exists at first respecting every
unsuspected and surprising fact which conies to light
in our physical researches. That our senses have
been deceived, is a possibility which has to be met
and dealt with, and we do deal with it by several
means. If we repeat the experiment, and again with
the same result; if at the time of the observation the
impressions of our senses are in all other respects the
same as usual, rendering the supposition of their,
being morbidly affected in this one particular, ex-
tremely improbable; above all, if other people's
senses confirm i\& testimony of our own; we con-
clude, with reason, that we may trust our senses.
Indeed our senses are all that we have to trust to.
We depend on them for the ultimate premises even
of our reasonings. There is no other appeal against
their decision than an appeal from the senses, without
precautions to the senses with all due precautions.
When the evidence, on which an opinion rests, is